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1
BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, PRINCIPAL BENCH, 

NEW DELHI 

MA NO.96 of 2025 
IN 

OA NO: 78 OF 2023 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
DURGA SINGH PA WAR & ORS. 

VERSUS 

RAJENDER SINGH DAFOTI & ORS. 

. .. APPLICANT 

... RESPONDENTS 

AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 4, DISTRICT 
MAGISTRATE PITHORAGARH IN COMPLIANCE OF THE ORDER 
DATED 21.11.2025 

Most respectfully showeth: 

I, Ashish Kumar Bhatgain aged about 45 years S/o Shri Chitramani 

Bhatgain, currently posted as District Magistrate, Pithoragarh, State of Uttarakhand 

solemnly affinn and state on oath as under:-

1. That deponent in the above-mentioned capacity is well conversant with the 

facts of the case and is in position to file this affidavit. 

2. That on 21.11.2025 after the course of hearing in the present matter, this 

Hon 'ble Tribunal was pleased to pass certain directions and direct the 

Deponent to file affidavit. That the relevant paras of the order dated 

21.11.2025 are quoted here for your kind perusal: 
~... -~'"':- .. 

"13.Jn the peculiar facts and circumstances of the case, 

f.j ' 
__ ,,., respondents no.2 and 3 are directed to.file their affidavits as to 

(i) whether directions given by this Tribunal in paragraphs no. 

112, 113 and 114 of order dated 08.11.2024 have been duly 

0 

' ,· 

J~~: 
--\~~ 

complied with by them and (ii) whether similarly placed 

mining lease holders have been allowed to carry on mining in 

'i9)iA ~ -~ !--'\~</ 
\ ~\}i ,-..:1-'0 -J ot, 

GANGA SINGH BAFILA 
Advocate 

Notary Public 
Distt Pdhoragam tU.K I lnd,a 

Aegd. No. l4(0Sl-'~2~ 
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District Pithoragarh, if so, on what terms and conditions. 

Affidavits in this regard may be filed within two weeks. " 

3. It is submitted this Hon 'ble tribunalin earlier order dated 08.11.2025 passed 

in OA no 78 of 2023 was pleased to pass following directions: 

"112. In these facts and circumstances, we direct UKSPCB, SEIAA 

UK, Principal Secretary, Forest, Environment and Climate Change, 

Uttarakhand, Dehradun and Principal Secretary, Mining to ensure that no 

mining activities shall be allowed in such area which comes within geo­

tectonic zones like Himalayan Mountain System, Indo-Gangetic Plains, and 

Peninsular Plateau unless a proper study on ecological and environmental 

sustainability in such area is conducted by an experts committee comprising 

of seismology experts from reputed and recognized institutions and in the 

light of their observations and recommendation, appropriate decision is 

taken by SEIAA UK. 

113. In respect to the existing mining continuing in the State of 

Uttarakhand in areas which falls in geo-tectonic zones, all such mining 

activities shall be reviewed/revisited within next 04 months by getting study 

as directed above conducted through experts committee and there after only, 

the mining activities, if permitted, with or without precautionary conditions, 

shall be allowed. This exercise shall be completed by 15.03.2025 and all 

existing mining activities shall be revisited by the concerned mining 

authorities accordingly. 

114. The study of geo-tectonic zones by seismology experts before allowing 

any mining activities shall be a condition applied PAN India and for this 

purpose, we direct communication of this order to MoEF&CC, All Chief 
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3
Secretaries of different States and Union Territories as also SEJAAs of all 

the concerned States/Union Territories. " 

4. It is respectfuJly submitted that in compliance of the above directions 

mentioned in para no ~ 12 and 113, State Government constituted a Expert 

Committee comprising of Senior Specialist Scientist nominated by Director, 

Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, Dehradun- Chairman, Senior 

seismologist nominated by Dy D.G., Geological Survey of India, Dehradun, 

Member Environment subject expert and Geotectonic subject expert 

nominated by Director, Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee, Member, 

Senior Specialist Scientist nominated by Director, Indian Institute of Remote 

Sensing, Dehradun, Member, Joint Director, (Garhwal), Geology and 

Mining, Uttarakhand-Member Secretary and submitted its report dated 

28.06.2025. 

5. That the above-mentioned expert committee made following 

recommendations in its report dated 28.06.2025 which are as follows: 

Recommendations of the committee: 

1. The committee unanimously agreed that riverbed mmmg may be 

permitted. The state government must ensure periodic monitoring in 

accordance with the rules and standards prescribed by the relevant 

authorities. 

2. To ensure seismic safety of the in-situ mining operations, the committee 

recommends implementing robust monitoring system to track potential 

hazards along with the adoption of best practices in in-situ mining. In this 

regard, following monitoring methods/ systems need to be implemented: 

1. Micro earthquake monitoring must be conducted in mining prone 

areas using a local seismic network. 

.l 
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11. SAR based satellite technique must be employed to monitor 

ground deformation caused by mining activities OT slope 

subsidence. 

Slope stability analysis of existing and proposed mining sites must 

be carried out, and the findings should be reviewed by a 

recognized academic or research institution of national repute. 

Mining Plan must incorporate the recommendations arising from 

this analysis. Furthermore, the state government should implement 

a system of periodic field inspections to ensure the effective 

execution of the Mining Plan on the ground. 

6. It is therefore hereby clarified that the Expert Committee in its 

recommendations has nowhere prohibited the mining operations as such in 

the State of Uttarakhand and has only recommended Monitoring practices 

ensure seismic safety of in-Situ Mining operations with best practices and as 

such monitoring of Mining Operations are concerned the same cannot be 

carried out without ongoing the Mining operations therefore mining 

operations are continuing. 

7. It is further submitted that to take decision on implementation of 

recommendations dated 28.06.2025 of the Expert Committee constituted as 

per the directions mentioned in 112 and 113 of the order dated 08.11.2024 

passed by this Hon'ble tribunal, a joint meeting dated 14.07.2025 (at Page 

no 747 of the report) was held under the chairmanship of Secretary, 

Industrial Development (Mining) Department, Uttarakhand with Member 

Secretary, SEIAA, Uttarakhand, representatives of the Mining Departments 

and Member Secretary, Uttarakhand Environment Protection and Pollution 

Control Board following institutes were decided to list the following 

institutes: 
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1. The work of micro earthquake monitoring of various mining areas within 

the state should be done through Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, 

Dehradun. 

2. For SAR based satellite technique, it should be done through Indian 

Institute of Remote Sensing, Dehradun. 

3. Slope stability analysis of various mining areas (both operated and non­

operated) in the state should be conducted through Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT) Roorkee or Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, 

Dehradun or Indian Institute of Remote Sensing, Dehradun. 

8. It is submitted that to further in continuation the decisions taken in meeting 

dated 14.07.2025, Secretary Mining has issued directions/guidelines vide 

letter dated 27.08.2025 bearing no 2119NII-A-l/2005-09(104)/2023 (page 

no 785) to implement the decision taken in the meeting. That in order to 

streamline the process, mining department vide letter no 4498/Mu.kha. 

VIII(i)/244/Bhu.Kha.Ni/2025-26 dated 31.10.2025 and 4949/Mu.kha. VIII(i) 

/244/Bhu.Kha.Ni/2025-26 dated 22.11.2025 has shortlisted the companies/ 

private firms/units doing slope stability analysis work as per the standards/ 

parameters. Copy of the letter is Annexed herewith. 

9. It is submitted that, as per the directions issued by Secretary Mining on 

27.08.2025, all previously approved or operated mining leases must submit 

Slope Stability report to the Department of Geology and Mining within 4 

months, failure to comply will result in the suspension of the mining 

operations until the compliance is made. As per the directions, 4 month's 

timeline has been granted to existing or approved mine holders. Since this 

period has not yet elapsed, the state departments will insure that mining 

lease holders comply with the directions within the provided time frame. 

IO.It is submitted that it is appropriate for this Hon'ble Tribunal to pass 

I 
l 

herein resumption of the mmmg 

I 
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I 

operations in compliance of the directions issued qua him in order dated 

08.11.2024 and recommendations of the expert committee and directions 

issued by Mining Department for the other mine lease holders. 

11. That the deponent is a responsible government servant having the highest 

regards for the Hon 'ble Tribunal and orders passed by them. The deponent 

for the Hon'ble Tribunal in its letter and spirit and shall continue to do so in 

the future. 

VERIFICATION: 

Verified at J \ ......-<5""on this t',2} )l '.k\ 1,~ the contents of the above 

affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge and no part of it is false therein and 

nothing has been concealed therefrom. 

/ ~ 

\
~'J 

£?~\\i '11' 

GANGA SINGH BAFILA 
t',dvocate 

Notary Pu'bl,c 
Oistt. P1thoragarh (U.K J India 

Re9a.. No. 34({)!jJ/:e.i,)2;' 

~ 
DEPOtm'NT 
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1iffi1t ~ ~Pict>4 Pia~11cl~. 
"~ 1fcA". 1l~41t-1414t a~'<l<i,11 

(dir.ukdgm@gmail.com) 

~ /~Offl) VIII(i)/244/1!P"fflifOfi\'0/2025-26 ~~I ~. 2025 

cf>l~ft.1~ ffl 
'3ct1xl{s!O-s ~. ~ ~ (~) ~-1 cf) q?{ ~ 2119/VII-A-

l/2025-09(104)/2023 ~ 27 Wffil, 2025 cfi ~ ~ llT0 ~ mtcf ~ &RT ~ ~ tl0 

1s /2023 ~ ~ i:rcw ~ ~ ~ ~ cl ~ B ~ ~ ~ os.11.2024 m ~ B ~ 
3RrIB ~ (In-situ) ~ 1:f'< ~ ~ ~ ~ ITTT cfi Slope Stability Analysis cfi ~ 
ffl ~ ~ [)£lWicGI fflR (HT)~ cfi q,i ~ 08.08.2025 ~ ~ ,n) lfr1q) cl~ cfll 
Expression of Interest cfi ~ ~ ~ -m ~ Slope Stability Analysis cff ffl ffl clIB f1'ifi 
IA 1~ 1~ cfll a c;jf1 ix ™ 1,Rq)l; ii1qc;o-s1 * ~ cflr4 m ~ m ~ B ~ ~ 
vf8 ~ ~ cff 1io-l qi"{, f1'ifi IA/~/~ cfll ~ ~ ~ %g ~ -n) f.Rm m ~ B 
Pl~~llc1q cfi ¢iq\c1q ~ ~ 3251 /ljO~O/Vlll(i)/244/'liOm;tOf.f0/2025-26 ~ 01 ~. 2025 fflT 

~ fi ctr ~ I fi ~ ctr ~ ~ 25 ~. 2025 t ~ Slope Stability Analysis ffl ~ 
~ cgR 06 ~ B ~ Safe Mine Tech Solutions (I) Private Limited, C-635, Khaturia Colony, 

Bikaner, Rajasthan fflT f.rfcrGT ~ f.Mtfm l!RcnT cfiT irif ~ '11A t ~ Safe Mine Tech Solutions (I) 

Private Limited, C-635, Khaturia Colony, Bikaner, Rajasthan cITT ~ 3RflIB ~ (In-situ) ~ 
1:f'< ~ ~ ~ ~ ITTT cfi Slope Stability Analysis cfi 3lUl<R ffl ~ ~ cITT ~ cfi 
~ ~ 05 qff ~ m ~ f.:19~ ft!la WITT cfi ~ ~ (Empanelment) fct>m vlTill 5":-

1. ~~Slope Stability Analysis ffl ~ ~~oilo ~ ~ lIT5G tWtfu ~ ~ ~ cITT1T 

~ "ITTlTT I 
2. ~ ~ Slope Stability Analysis ffl ~ ffl ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ cfi ~ ~ (Legal 

entity) fct>m \ilRT "ITTlTT I~~~~ cfi &RT Slope Stability Analysis 1:f'< ~ clIB cZl<l ffl 
~ fct>m ~ cim Slope Stability Analysis ffl cff 'T@R ~ ~ ~ ~ fct>m ~ I 
1fld°R ~ ~ ~ ~ /~ ~ fctiw1 '3ct1-<c;ll!l 1'tf "ITTlTT I 

3. ~ ~ Slope Stability Analysis cfi ffl ~ ~ Expression of Interest cfi ~ 1,R<f)T cl mil 
cff T1@: ~ f$m "GfRT 6111T I 

4. ~ ~ lTTO i-lll{ll<'llll, lTTO ~ 6fm ~. ~ fficfiR cl ~ fficfiR ~ wm-wm 1:f'< f.fTfcr 
~ rf)T ~1 '{jPl~ild ~ ~ I 

5. ~ ~ ~ cfi llm ~ ~ ~ fmTTG llT0 ~ i-lll{llc1q, '3ct1-<1{9v-s ~ cfi ~ ITT 1) 
6111T I 

WUCf S? 
~ /~o~o VIll(i)/244/1!0"fflifofi\'o/202s-26, e1t;;R-1ict> I 

gR,R;i~:-Pls:.iR:!Riaa -ij;) ~ ~ 3tlq~~ct> ct>l4ql~ ~ ~ I 
1. ff~. '3ct1-<li!.sl0-s ~ I 

2. ;io-sc1l~cffi. ~/~ I 

/ 
~~trn) 

'@ fr! ~ ~ I cfi 

909



8

3. tf1IBf ltic1i~cfjl~. \iffiXl~0,s I 

4. ~ ff, ~ ~ ~ ™ ~ ~- \ictWl~O,s I 
5. ~ ff, '3ffixl~o,s ~ ffiefOT ~~~mi, ~ I 
6. ~- 31Tt031Ttoiro ~ I 
7. tf1IBf ml ~ ~- ~ ~ ~ fctiwr, '3ctM~0,s I 
8. Safe Mine Tech Solutions (I) Private Limited, C-635, K.haturia Colony, Bikaner, Rajasthan. 

9. tf1IBf ~ (In-situ) ~ 1R 3llm1tcr ~ ~ I 
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~ ~ t!IPt4>4 Pt~'11t-l~. 

·~ ~· it)q1t,1q14'. ~6-<1\wi I 
(dir.ukdgm@gmail.com) 

/~ VIIl(i)/244/~Ptof.io/2025--26 
cf>il&-i~ 3IRfi 

~..2..L~ 2025 

'3roxl(!J0;s fflWf. Jftd,~cf> ~ ~) ~-1 * ~ ~ 2119/v11-A-1/202s-00(104)/2023 

~ 21 311'ffif, 2025 * ~ ~ llTO ~ ~ 3lf?lcf>'(0, GRT ~ 3nm tfo 1s/2023 ~ fm -crcm ~ 
~ fm ~cl~ 1l fi ~ ~ 08.11.2024 c6 ~ 1l ~ ~ ~ (In-situ) ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t Slope Stability Analysis c6 ~ ffl ~ ~ ~Ell~cCl ~ (IIT) 

~ t ~ ~ 08.08.2025 ~ ~ 11<l ~ q '11QC:u-s q;t Expression of Interest c6 ~ ~ ~ 
m ~ Slope Stability Analysi q;t ffl m cITR f.rvfr Qill/~/~cf>l~~l· "cf>1" ctqjfll-< '3<ffi 

~/Jitqc:oiJ t ~ <fi1"tl m vfR * ~ -q ~ ~ vfR ~ ~ q)'[ 1T0'1 cflx, ~ 
1:f>ll/~/~cf>ttm ~ 1~~4' ~ ~ ~ ~ 11<l ~ ~ ~jQk-11 1l ~~~ll<'i<l <fl cf>t~fc-1~ ~ ffl 
3251/~o-ao/Vlll(l)/244/1J,.O~F-io/2025-26 ~ O ~. 2025 ~ ~ fi ~ lJ<ft I fi ~ ~ ~ 
~ 25 ~- 2025 ~ ~ lope tabilit nal)' i ffl ~ ~ f.mro tg ~ ~ cf>1 ~ fc}m viR t 
~ ~y~RiJa Qi1l / <t,tq~ltf ~ qylfl 

llf<mO qpf / ~ 1IS'I ~ 
01 - Geo Environmental Solution J;;r floor. JMD 

Regent Arcade Mall, A-Block, DLF phaM -1, 
Sector- 28 Guru ram, Harr n 122002 

~~ 
8826173376 
9910046626 

admin@geoes.in 

02 SPA GF.O TECHNOLIGIES PVT LTD. 8A 9910711900 gangdasc.spageo.co.in 
Mabaluxmi Metro Tower. Cl, Sector 4', Vaisbali, 
Gbaziabad Uttar-Pndesb, l0IOIO 

9837721426 

3l(f: '3Q~<m Qill/cf>tq~dj ~~~~(In-situ)~ lR ~ ~ ~ ~ af5lT 
<fl Slope Stabilit Analysi ~ ~ ffl ~ fflo <fR ~ $ ~ ~ 05 ~ ctr &$) ~ ~;:.:ifM°trn 
mTT <fl 3ltfA ~~◄, (Empanelment) fc);m vi@1 t:-

1. ~ gm Slope Stability Anal sis ffl ~ 3TTt~otro ~ 6lxT 1lftcf ~ ~ ~ ~ cITT1f 

~ "ITT1TTI 

2. ~ gm Slope Stability Analysis ffl ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1lTm <fl ~ ~ (Legal 

entity) ~ ~ lTT1TT I ~ ~ ~ ~ c6 6lxT Slope Stability Analysis lR ~ ~ um m 
~ ~ vfTWTT ~ Slope Stability Analysis ffl q;t :r@R ~ 1lTm ~ ffl fcnm ~ I 
:r@R ~ ~ 1t)-~/~ ~ fcM'T1l '3ffi-<Glei ~ WIT I 

3. ~ 6Rf Slope Stability Analysis c6 ffl ~~Expression of Interest <fl "f1l=ffif 1lT1CITT q WITT qjT 

~: 3ljq1c-11 ~ \ifRT lTT1TT I 
4. ~ 6Rf llTO ~l~IC'illl, llTO ~ mm !.llf?-lcfi~ul. R mifiR q ~ ~ ~ ~-~ tR f.rl@" ~ 

q)l ~ -tiP\'1=qa ~ ~ I 
5. ~ ~ ~ "$ ~ "cfi& 'lfl ~ ~ 1TTO ~ ~l~l&t~. xlfu~ll(s)D,s ~.flctlC'i t ~ ~ -q ID1n I 

/ 
{fro~'ffil) 

Jitqf';i~~lcf> 
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1. ~ ~, '3ctH1{9U-s mfR I 
2. &l0-sc1l~cfd, 'l~qlc1 /~ I 
3. ~ ~. '3R'1'11{9°-s I 
4. ~ ~. ~ m<l 4llfox01 Wlfq 3lfcnWf ~. '3R'1'11{9D-s I 
5. ~ wmr, '3R'1'11{9o'5 qiifo-<101 ffleruT ~ ~ pgj~o1 ~. ~S'<l<i-11 

a. A~~I¢, 3lTt~oilo ~ I 
7. ~ ~ ~ ~. ~ ~ {9f.)¢4 fcMrr, x3ro'<l{9°'5 I 
8. Geo Environmental Solutions 3rd Floor, JMD Regent Arcade Mall, A-Block, DLF phase -l, 

Sector- 28, Gurugram, Haryana, 122002. 
9. SPA GEO TECHNOLIGIES PVT LTD, 8A Mahaluxmi Metro Tower, C2, Sector 4, Vaishali, 

Ghaziabad, Uttar-Pradesh, 201010 
10. Wffif ~ (In-situ) il~cl11 "CR 3TitlTfm ~ ~ I 
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